
 

 
HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 
Minutes of September 27, 2022 

 
The 410th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 

September 27, 2022, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 
 

MEMBERS  
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Chair 
Trustee George 
Ted Hebert 
Yolanda Johnson 
Evan Plotkin 
Nayroby Rosa  
Vanessa Smith  
Ivonne Vidal 
Eleanor Williams 

  
MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Charles Epstein 

ALSO PRESENT Teresa Beaudry, Pesha Black, Beth Breton, Maria Brunelle, Dan Campbell, 
Adlyn Colon, Julissa Colon, Josh Cornehlsen, Karen Desjeans, Veena Dhankher, 
Mary Dixey, Kermit Dunkelberg, Maria Estelle Camacho, Marisol Fontanez, 
Curt Foster, Gerardo Gauthier-Zayas, Jeffrey Hayden, Mark Hudgik, Jane 
Johnson Vottero, Olivia Kynard, Johanna Lebron, Laura LeCali, Lauren Leclair, 
Jane Lerner, Anne Mistivar, Gloria Penagos, Kris Ricker Choleva, Michelle 
Robak, Monica Rocha Antonin, Christina Royal, Mir-Hashmatullah Saify, 
Narayan Sampath, Shannon Sarkisian, Amanda Sbriscia, Idelia Smith, Jeannette 
Smith, Kim Straceski, Renee Tastad, Sharale Mathis and Chris Yurko.  
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 08:04 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Robert Gilbert. 

 Roll Call Attendance: 
Trustee George Entered at 8:07 am 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Ivonne Vidal  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert Yes 
 
 

CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda. The Presidential Evaluation Committee was moved out of the 
consent agenda.  

 
Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of August 23, 2022  
Report of Personnel Action dated September 27, 2022 

o To approve personnel actions for the Non-Unit Professional and MCCC 
Unit Professional Staff and Faculty. 

Committee Reports  
o Advocacy  
o By-Laws and Government 
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o Audit and Finance Committee 
o Equity  
o Nominating  
o Strategic Planning  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Williams and seconded by Trustee Rosa to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee George  Entered at 8:07 am 
Trustee Ted Hebert  Yes 
Trustee Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Trustee Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Trustee Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Trustee Ivonne Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair    Yes 

 
PRESIDENTIAL 
EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE:  

Presidential Evaluation Committee  
Trustee Williams provided the Board an overview and highlights from 
the evaluation process for President Royal. 
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MOTION: The Board of Trustees accepts the report of the evaluation 
committee, including its recommendation to award Dr. Royal a merit-based 
salary increase at the maximum percentage authorized by the Board of Higher 
Education. This recommendation shall be forwarded to the Commissioner of 
Higher Education for approval and immediate implementation. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Vanessa Smith and seconded by Trustee Ted 
Hebert to approve the Presidential Evaluation. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee George Yes 
Ted Hebert  Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Ivonne Vidal  Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert  Yes 

 
 

REPORT OF THE 
CHAIR 
 

Chair Gilbert shared highlights since the last meeting. 
• Provided a brief overview of the Presidential Search 
• Spoke at the staff Town Hall meeting on September1st to discuss the 

Presidential search process 
• On September 2nd, the Presidential Evaluation Committee met to 

conclude their report. 
• Amanda Sbriscia and her department created a successful golf 
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tournament, raising over $ 35,000. 
• The Board will be attending a Trustee Retreat on September 30, 

2022.  Attorney Gina Yarbrough, employed by Commonwealth, will 
be speaking about governance and judiciary responsibilities. 

 
PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT: 
 

• Welcomed Anne Mistivar as the new Director of ABE and the Transition 
to College and Career Programs. 

• Upcoming presentations at the Board Meetings: 
• October 2022 - Dr. Mathis will lead a presentation on academic 

partnerships.  
• November 2022 - Amanda Sbriscia will lead a presentation on 

philanthropy 
• December 2022 - meeting typically gets canceled. 
• January 2023 - Narayan Sampath will present on flexible workspace. 

• The College will continue the vaccine mandate through the spring 
semester. 

 
Vice President Jeffrey Hayden and his Team presented the following 
presentation: 
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   Link to the Video: 
  Nicole Rodriguez HCC ALC & TCC BoT version 3 - YouTube 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 344813F8-E4F9-4B58-A32B-A2BDCBDEC787

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vfw_Tgki7bg


 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 344813F8-E4F9-4B58-A32B-A2BDCBDEC787



 

 
 

 Link to the Video: 
Nicole Rodriguez HCC ALC & TCC BoT end SD 480p - YouTube 
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ADJOURNMENT OF 
MEETING 

On a motion by Trustee Vidal and seconded by Trustee Hebert, it was 
VOTED to adjourn the meeting. 

 
Roll Call Vote: 
Trustee George  Yes  
Trustee Ted Hebert  Yes 
Trustee Yolanda Johnson Left at 9:00 am 
Trustee Evan Plotkin  Yes 
Trustee Nayroby Rosa  Yes 
Trustee Vanessa Smith  Yes 
Trustee Ivonne Vidal  Yes 
Trustee Eleanor Williams Yes 
Robert W. Gilbert, Chair Yes 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 09:07 a.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ivonne Vidal,                            
Secretary Board of Trustees 

 
 
Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
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